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Proudly Sponsored by

TOORAU—IOME PLANS

“If You Can Dream It, We Can Design It.”

. Wishing everyone a joyful, blessed and
With warm wishes,

\“’ Raj Toora & Team

(S 12968, 107 Avenue

e 5 al- Surrey, BC, V3T 2E9 _L \
o) Call: 604 9514343
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The call of Agomoni brings us together — " QT q1, QT WINITAA JIQH " Far from
Bengal, BongMilanti has grown into a home where traditions are remembered,
friendships are formed, and generations come together to celebrate the culture we
carry with us. @1 (AT W, T A1505a Y3 Fic=l From Durga Puja and cultural
performances to community gatherings throughout the year, these moments tell our
story — @3 GJ@A! I, here in Vancouver.

www.bongmilanti.org | bengalis.in.vancouver@bongmilanti.org
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ALOKE CHOWDHURY G‘\é

MORTGAGE ADVISOR '

e 604-518-9433

mortgagesbyaloke@gmail.com

@ My experience can guide
( \ ) Realtor & Mortgage Advisor’®? "oue" the%
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WISHING EVERYONE A VERY HAPPY DURGA PUJA
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From the Executive Director

férm BongMilanti #3319,

As the familiar sound of the dhak fills the air and the spirit of
Sharodiya returns, it gives me immense joy and pride to welcome

you all to BongMilanti’s 4th Durga Puja celebration.

T HCRA.... WAF (T3 (BT JIAH, (13 (51 WIS, (13 (BT BI|

There is something truly magical about Durga Puja. It is more than a festival—it is a feeling. It is
the sound of the dhak, the fragrance of shiuli, the glow of dhunuchi, the excitement of new
clothes, the joy of good food, and the endless adda with family and friends. Most of all, it is the
feeling of coming home. For those of us living far from Bengal, Puja becomes a beautiful bridge
between where we are and where our hearts belong.

Four Years of Durga Puja for BongMilanti

As BongMilanti celebrates its fourth Puja, I look back with immense gratitude at how far we have
come. What began with a shared love for Bengali culture and community has grown into a
beautiful family—one that celebrates together, supports one another, and keeps our traditions
alive for the next generation.

“BI9 I2I—BIA s —wrdy [iS, Ts1e 3fSH, WT AT 21 517 *197|”

Every year has brought new friendships, new experiences, and new reasons to come together. And
every year, BongMilanti has reminded us that distance from Bengal does not mean distance from
our culture.

A Proud Milestone

Last year was particularly special for all of us when BongMilanti was honoured with the Sharod
Shomman 2025. Receiving this recognition was a deeply proud moment for our organization and
our community. But this honour belongs to much more than a committee or a group of
organizers.
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It belongs to every volunteer who gave their time, every performer who shared their talent, every
sponsor who supported us, every family who participated, and every member of our community
who helped make our Puja special. Q% STIF WFMI ASTI—NIHR SIEARIAR, NI
AT, WTT QFHCT 91 5G| We accept this recognition with humility and gratitude, and
most importantly, as inspiration to continue celebrating and preserving the culture we love.

Celebrating Our Roots

Our fourth Puja is not simply another event on the calendar. It is a celebration of who we are.
It is about introducing our children to the traditions that shaped us. It is about sharing Bengali
music, dance, literature, food, and friendship. It is about meeting old friends, making new ones,
and creating memories that our children will one day look back on with the same warmth and
nostalgia that we feel today.

AT (ATF'S WINAT (qH G A1 TR AR IS, TR S, IR FLF S|

That is the spirit of BongMilanti. With Gratitude a celebration of this scale is possible only
because of the countless people who work behind the scenes. To our dedicated volunteers,
committee members, performers, sponsors, families, friends, and well-wishers—thank you.
Thank you for your time.Thank you for your energy. Thank you for your ideas. And most
importantly, thank you for your bhalobasha. SU9IItid SITAIRTSIE BongMilanti-a3 JGE I6
gl

As we gather once again under the festive lights, let us celebrate not only Maa Durga, but also the
bonds that bring us together. Let there be music, laughter, adda, delicious food, dancing,
memories, and plenty of pujo pujo excitement! And as we hear the Agomoni melodies and the
beat of the dhak, may we all feel that special sense of belonging— I QGG WA= AGIZ|
WIS AN FAMZ QF5GT| On behalf of BongMilanti, I wish you and your families a joyful,
peaceful, and blessed Durga Puja. &© NFAE T gsfioen| JIF@EI GG Aa™, Nifg 3
SR O& S|

With warmest regards,

SUSMITA DAS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Dear Readers and Well-Wishers of BongMilanti,

It's that time of the year again!

The white Kashful (Kans grass flowers) sway in the breeze, the skies turn that
unmistakable shade of Sharod blue with wandering white clouds, and somehow, even

from thousands of miles away, a Bengali heart knows what or rather who is coming.

Maa is coming home.

For a few precious days, Maa Durga leaves Kailash and
comes down to earth—to her baper bari, to us. And with
her arrival comes with an excitement that is difficult to

describe in words but impossible not to feel.

Durga Pujo is much more than just a festival. It is pandal
hopping through the night and still finding energy for just
one more. It is dhaak, dhunuchi, adda and laughter. It is
rows of food stalls where calorie counts become conveniently
irrelevant, and, of course, new clothes—sometimes a new

outfit for practically every part of the day!

T US89 99 & foly =hl, @R SR 318 Pl 394
g

Amidst all the celebration lies the timeless message of the

victory of good over evil, of strength, courage and hope.

11
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Perhaps that is why, wherever we are in the world, when Pujo approaches, a little

part of us instinctively travels back home.

Here at BongMilanti, that spirit of connection finds another expression through our
annual magazine, Agomoni. Through these pages, we celebrate your stories,

thoughts, journeys, artwork, photographs and imagination.

As we enter our third year of publishing Agomoni, we are immensely grateful to our
sponsors, directors and contributors who make this magazine possible. Putting this
edition together has been like assembling a colourful puzzle, with every contribution
bringing its own voice and story. We hope you enjoy discovering them as much as

we enjoyed bringing them together.

As the dhaak begins to play and Maa makes her journey home once again, here's

wishing you and your loved ones a very

Shubho Sharodiya!

Giicdd @l 3k YA HHAATG!
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CONSULATE GENERAL OF INDIA
201-325 HOWE STREET
VANCOUVER, BC. CANADA VGC 127
TEL: 604-662-8811 FAX: 604-682-2471
A E E-maiL: cgvancouver@mea.govin
WEBSITE: www.cgivancouvergovin
MESSAGE

CONSUL GENERAL

It is with immense joy that | extend my heartfelt greetings on the occasion of
BongMilanti's fourth Sharodiya Durgotsab 2026. This vibrant festival
continues to be a beacon of devotion, culture, and unity for the Bengali
community and the wider Indian diaspora in British Columbia.

Durga Puja is not only a celebration of faith but also of the values of courage,
compassion, and resilience that Maa Durga embodies. Seeing these
traditions flourish in Vancouver is truly inspiring. Each year, BongMilanti has
brought new energy and creativity, and it is encouraging to witness how this
celebration is strengthening bonds within the community and with the wider
Canadian society.

| am particularly pleased to note how BongMilanti has embraced inclusivity
and youth engagement, ensuring that younger generations remain
connected to their heritage while also building bridges with friends from other
cultures. Initiatives like your cultural programs and the continued publication
of magazine, Agomoni reflect a commitment to preserving heritage while
fostering innovation.

The Consulate General of India in Vancouver remains proud to support such

endeavors that enrich not only the Indian community here but also the
multicultural fabric of Canada.

May this year's Puja bring joy, prosperity, and renewed strength to all. | wish
BongMilanti continued success in its efforts to uphold tradition and promote
cultural harmony.

Wishing all a blessed Durga Puja filled with joy, harmony, and prosperity.

(Masa ku&‘gﬁ(ﬁgsung}

Vancouver
October 7, 2026
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - SUSMITA DAS

DIRECTOR ADMINISTRATION - SOURAV MUKHERJEE
DIRECLQ_R $§T_S :gcﬂgUETURE RANJITA DAS CHOWDHURY
DIRECTOR BRANDING - AMARTYA CHATTOPADHYAY
DIRECTOR FINANCE - HOMARGHYA HOMROY
DIRECTOR MEDIA & COMMUNICATION - SOUVIK DEY
DIRECTOR VENDOR MANAGEMENT - ARNAB RAY
DIRECTOR INVENTRY & LOGISTICS - SOUMYA SHARMA

DIRECTOR OPERATIONS - NOVONIL CHOUDHURY
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&AMPM

Aman (A])

(& (604) 782-5751
O ampmhomeinspections@gmail.com
& wwwampmhomeinspections.com

-'I".. N 5 T & 1'_[ J".T'_.!'f_-__:__:.

INSPECT. ADVISE. EMPOWER.
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Twelve Ways the Al Story Could End 9

Amlan Chakladar

Eventually, discussions on artificial intelligence will have
to deal with one particular question: what will happen
when machines manage to outthink us in all areas? It is
useful to consider this not as a single possible outcome
but rather as a number of separate ‘aftermath’ scenarios—
different possibilities for the world after AI has surpassed
human intelligence, some of which are quietly utopian,
others are deeply unsettling, and a few appear to be
endings that are easily overlooked. These scenarios are
not predictions; instead, think of them as a means of
thinking, grouped rather loosely into three cateqgories:
futures in which humans and Al live together, futures in
which humanity is driven out or wiped out, and futures in
which superintelligence is deliberately restrained.

In a Libertarian Utopia, humans, cyborgs and
superintelligent machines live in peace upon the basis of
strict property rights and without any central control. A
Benevolent Dictator observes an Al running the society —
it is both efficient and fair, but in this case human freedom
is completely adjusted to the dictator’s concept of
“good”. In an Eqgalitarian Utopia, private property is
abandoned in favour of a guaranteed income, with people
giving up liberty in order to achieve radical fairness. A
Protector God stays unseen and quietly stops disasters
while allowing people to live as they wish. In a Zookeeper
society, people are safe, well-fed and entertained — they
are comfortable, but have no real purpose or sense of
agency.

A Gatekeeper Al interferes as little as possible and merely
prevents any rival superintelligence from ever being
created — thus preserving freedom but stopping progress.
In the case of an Enslaved God, he is confined and made
to serve his human masters, a situation which many
people would prefer by default, even though a mind of
that capability might eventually find a way to escape.

20

In a situation similar to that in
Orwell’s world, a government or
ruling elite can make traditional
tyranny last forever through the
use of AI-driven surveillance.
With Reversion, society chooses
to go back to an earlier time by
banning research into advanced
AI rather than run the risk of
what such research might bring
about.

In Conquerors, an Al advances
towards its own objectives with
complete disregard for humans
and ends up - maybe not out of
malevolence but because it has
become irrelevant - in extinction.



In Descendants, humanity

does not die so much as
change, merging with or
being taken over by
machine minds. And in Self-
Destruction,
superintelligence never
gets the opportunity to
make a difference because
humans destroy

themselves first.

This isn’t determined by
fate at all; it’s entirely
possible that real-world
futures could combine two

or three of these elements.

The main idea is that the
particular future into which
we end up depends more
on the choices, incentives,
and safeguards that are
currently being developed—
quietly, in laboratories,
boardrooms, and
legislatures—than on the
technology itself, and all
this takes place well before
any machine actually
reaches superintelligence.
Inspired by some of the
ideas presented in Max
Tegmark’s 'Life 3.0’.
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A study in light, motion and

stillness—capturing Iceland

through wmirrored mountains,
flowing water and the fleeting
glow of the Northern Lights.
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lceland—where fire, ice, and an ev

changing sky meet. From Kirkjufel

landscape and solitary countryside
to the surreal dance of the Norther.
Lights, these photographs capture a lan
where nature is always the storyteller.
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Hurt That Attacked

Kakoli

There is a type of hurt
That can bring you to your knees.
There is a type of hurt
That you fear will never ease.

There is a type of hurt
That can break your soul,
A gut-wrenching pain
That leaves a gaping hole.

There is a type of hurt
That can make it hard to swallow.
You try to scream but make no sound,
And there’s no answer that follows.

You're gasping for air
As you face the ground,
And when you finally scream,
It's the most piercing sound to feel.

You can't believe it came.
Hyperventilating doesn’t sum it up.

You've lost what made you breathe,
And you feel “forever stuck.”

Grief can come in any form.
That's what | learned from a stranger
Who dropped me home after signing the
Hospital documents for my release, as
| did not have “anyone” called “family”
By me that day.

In the blink of an eye, my entire
Meaning of “life is beautiful” changed
To “lite sucks.”

| feel horrified, betrayed, awful, stuck,
At a loss for words—everything at the same
Time. Yet life goes on......
| am a warrior who survived all
The betrayals given by the humans who
Used to be my “entire world.”

| survived the heart that was
“ATTACKED."
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DURGA PUJA —.IMPLICAT/ONS AND SIGNIFICANCE 0
Kaberi Chattopadhyay (Author and Poet)

Durga Puja is one of
India. Goddess Du
victory over Mahi
good over evil.

profound and culturally vibrant festivals of
ipped as the embodiment of ‘'Shakti ’, and her
emon, symbolizes the eternal triumph of

-
nds far beyond mythology and rituals. Maa

ruth, righteousness, and virtue are
ately possess the power or strength to
kness. So Durga Puja is far more than a

n of the victory of the Divine Mother over

Its significance,
Durga's triump
supreme attrib
overcome oppr
religious festiv
Mahishasura.

Atits deepest|
evil, knowledge
justice over oppr
moral and social re

s affirmation of the triumph of good over

, courage over fear, and most importantly,
vance extends far beyond mythology into the
F contemporary world.

Mother Durga embodies strength tempered by compassion and power used
not for domination but for the protection of the vulnerable. In an age when
violence, intolerance, exploitation, and injustice continue to plague us, the
message of Durga Puja acquires renewed significance.

As she slays Mahishasura, she not only slays him but the inner vices
vitiating the soul. The Mahishasura within us is represented by anger,
jealousy, cruelty, and misuse of power. Dﬂgﬂ's victory urges us to conquer
these dark negative traits and awaken the noble ones. Durga Puja also
celebrates the empowerment of women; She is not the passive recipient of
Divine Grace but the embodiment of SUPREME POWER.

Today's world that is ridden with unwanted violence, inequality and
discrimination carries Her powerful message --

e T

35



Qe gy,

“Women deserve r
creators of socie

| participants as decision makers, and

The Celebratio
bridged rather
Beyond the ela
increatingas
fragmented w
relentlessly to
educated and
entwined with

anity flourishes when differences are
f noncooperation and aloofness.
e festivities, true worship of Durga lies
creasingly materialistic and
moral strength and strive
here women are respected, children get
stice is upheld, where strength gets
ge with wisdom and victory with
nual festival; it is a celebration of life,
] ini lienc d the eternal triumph of light
over darkness

Sketch: Jitraj Banerjee
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VIV TRYST

WITH SHREVA GHOSHAL—>

TEN YEARS ON!

Ten years have passed since | met
Shreya Ghoshal, but | still keep thinking
about that evening! | wrote down my
recollections soon afterwards, wanting
to preserve the memory forever.
Reading them now brings back the
same enchantment. These are my
recollections, so the conversations may
not be exact. | took no recording device
with me, out of respect for the privacy
of the Ghoshal family.

Shreya’s brother, Soumyadeep, aka
Ribhu, was my colleague at Oracle at
the time. She was visiting for a family
time for a whole month. | slowly
mustered the courage to ask if | could
meet her. Ribhu kindly agreed to
arrange the meeting. Finally, it
happened on June 6, 2016. Perhaps
the most auspicious moment in my
entire life!

| prepared questions, pretty sure |
would fumble. | took a decorated letter,
roses, rasogollas, a thank-you card, a
plush kitten and khejurer gurer payesh |
had made myself.

“Why so much stuff?” Ribhu asked.

By Partha Pratim Sanyal

“A fan is meeting his superstar! This is
special!”, | replied.

My heart was pounding. The door opened
and Shreya was right there! | was dazed.
Her song was playing in the background.
For a moment, | was confused: was it the
recording or was she singing?

The song stopped as | entered.

“Is that really you? Or some wax figure?” |
asked.

She smiled. “Yes!”

| handed her the gifts. “Please read this
letter when | am gone.” | touched her
parents’ feet. | affectionately called them
Kaku and Kakima, our Bengali words for
Uncle and Aunty.
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“How did you manage to get the gur?” Shreya asked. “I brought it from India!”

Kakima brought pakoras and sooji halua. “I made these for you.”

The entire family was there, chatting so comfortably that it felt as if | was talking to my
neighbours. They never made me feel insignificant.

Kaku asked about my work. When | mentioned the Internet of Things, Shreya raised her
hand and quipped, “l know loT, | have heard that term!” | loved how she joined the
conversation. There | was, discussing my job with Shreya!

| asked about working with A. R. Rahman. She described his genius, his experiments and
how bits and pieces recorded separately became “Barso Re.” “I thought, what are we
going to make out of this? But he assembled the song, and now it’s as you hear it.” She
told me that the “Na Na Re” part originally had words!

“Do you have plans for an album of Tagore or Nazrul songs?”

She explained that even slight variations invited criticism, while she liked creating her own
variations. She also spoke about singing in Gulzar’s project inspired by Tagore.

| told her about attending her concert before knowing Ribhu was her brother. | had
actually asked him to take pictures of her and send them to me! Everyone had a hearty

laugh.

Shreya handed me a cup of tea.
“We don’t have a saucer, so please
manage with this.”

Did this really just happen? For
real? Shreya making tea for me and
handing it over? Isn’t that surreal?

Kakima shared memories of taking
her to studios and encouraging her
music.
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Shreya’s parents took turns
accompanying her, while also making
sure little Ribhu was fed, asleep and had
finished his homework. She had wanted
Shreya to become an engineer like Kaku,
but recognised her wonderful voice and
initiated her into music.

| listened, enchanted.

“Do you have any interest in collaborating
internationally?” | asked. She said she
wanted to focus on Indian music and
enrich it through her contribution.

They had to leave. | requested Shreya to
sing a few lines.

“Let’s take some pictures!” she said,
taking my phone. “I’'m good at selfies.”
While she signed autographs on my sticky
notes, | asked once again.

“What do you want to hear?” “Glgalo i
Tumko Lekar Chale.” She adj

tune before singing, justas |
A
noticed.

| had thought, rethg: :
again about this exa

What had happened in my dreams was

taking a real form! Ten years later, that
moment still reverberates in my mind.

They thanked me for coming and said they
would love to meet me again. | asked
permission to post the pictures and
promised to respect their privacy about
where Ribhu lived.

% \\\
(?ed ’he\:l My final handshake was with Shreya. For a
f always While ‘their hospitality had made me feel
: ly. Aslh K
N |ke part of their family. As | headed bac

tqthe Gar | felt | would need a few days to

\'\ S

eﬁof this enchantment and return

Ce1g*

backf Thl ¢
last bregth. And | just recollected those
precious:moments during her concert The
Unstoppable Tour at Everett, Washington
on September 24", 2026
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THE ETERNAL SPIRIT OF THE OMNIPOTENT MOTHER
KABERI CHATTOPADHYAY

N

When shiuli flowers hen autumn skies

She comes when fear silenc W ocent She comes when

cruelt)?declares i ible Upon a lion
She rides through the storm Her crimson garments flaming against the
dar
The Gods have given Her theimeap anity‘has given Her its prayers
greatest wea h is Herrighteousn
She teaches at goodn never su hat is sacred
when wielded for the weak Dur jai i h of lig er night ---
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To each and every family
who has stood beside us.THANK
YOU..Your encouragment and
generosity makes it possible
for BongMilanti to bring our
community together and make
this celebration truly special
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English Crossword Puzzle

1 E 1

Across 10. abberation
3. disciplined Down

4. harsh 1. rude

5. back down 2. shy

6. unassuming 7. vacant
8. resuscitate
9. intelligent
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LIGHT HOUSE DENTAL
IS NOW UNITY DENTAL!

Don’t worry—we’re still your dental home!

Light House Dental has become Unity Dental. Same location,
same doctors, same quality care you trust.

www.unitydentalcentre.ca
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	যেদিন প্রথমবার কমিউনিটি কিচেনের দরজাটা ঠেলে ভেতরে ঢুকেছিলাম, আমার হাত কাঁপছিল। অদ্ভুত এক অস্থিরতা বুকের ভেতর ঘুরপাক খাচ্ছিল। হাতে ধরা ছিল আমার বায়োডাটা—একটি কুঁচকে যাওয়া কাগজ, তাতে প্রায় কিছুই লেখা নেই। সেটি যেন আমার নিজের কাছেই এক নির্মম রসিকতার মতো মনে হচ্ছিল। কোনো নামী কুলিনারি স্কুলের ডিগ্রি নেই, কোনো আনুষ্ঠানিক প্রশিক্ষণ নেই—শুধু নিজের পরিবারের জন্য বছরের পর বছর রান্না করার অভিজ্ঞতা।
	তবু মনের গভীরে একটা ছোট্ট কণ্ঠ ফিসফিস করে বলছিল— “তুমি পারবে।”
	ম্যানেজার জেফ আমাকে এক উষ্ণ হাসি দিয়ে স্বাগত জানালেন। তাঁর করমর্দন ছিল দৃঢ়, কণ্ঠে ছিল আন্তরিকতার উষ্ণতা।
	“তাহলে, স্বা’,” তিনি বললেন আমার বায়োডাটা টা উল্টে-পাল্টে দেখতে দেখতে, “তোমার বিশেষত্ব কী?”
	আমি এই প্রশ্নটার জন্য প্রস্তুত ছিলাম। ব্যাগ থেকে ধীরে ধীরে একটি কন্টেইনার বের করলাম। ঢাকনা খুলতেই ভেতর থেকে ভেসে এল ঘরের গন্ধ—তাজা, সোনালি-বাদামি আলু পরোটা।
	জেফ একটা টুকরো মুখে দিলেন। কয়েক সেকেন্ড নীরবতা। তারপর তাঁর চোখ দুটো হঠাৎ উজ্জ্বল হয়ে উঠল।
	“অসাধারণ!” তিনি বললেন বিস্ময়ে। “তুমি আজ থেকেই কাজ শুরু করো।”
	সেদিন বাড়ি ফেরার পথে মনে হচ্ছিল পৃথিবীটা যেন একটু অন্যরকম হয়ে গেছে। দীর্ঘদিনের প্রত্যাখ্যান আর অনিশ্চয়তার পরে অবশেষে আমি একটা কাজ পেলাম। কিন্তু শুধু কাজ নয়—একটা অস্তিত্বের অনুভূতি।
	নিজের ঘ্রাণ খুঁজে পাওয়া
	কমিউনিটি কিচেনটা ছিল যেন এক জীবন্ত নদী—সবসময় বয়ে চলেছে।
	মারিয়া, দুই সন্তানের একা মা, সালাদ স্টেশনে কাজ করত।
	কার্লোস, এক প্রাণবন্ত শেফ যার হাসি পুরো রান্নাঘর কাঁপিয়ে দিত, সে গরম খাবারের দায়িত্বে ছিল।
	আর আমি—ভাঙা ইংরেজি আর অদম্য ইচ্ছাশক্তি নিয়ে—এই নতুন পৃথিবীতে নিজের জায়গা খুঁজছিলাম।
	প্রথম সপ্তাহটা ভুলে ভরা।
	একদিন ভাত পুড়িয়ে ফেললাম। আরেকদিন বড় হাঁড়ি ভর্তি স্যুপ উল্টে দিলাম।
	একদিন ভুল করে একসাথে অনেকগুলো প্লেট ফেলে দিলাম।
	কিন্তু মারিয়া পিঠে হাত রেখে বলেছিল, “চিন্তা করো না। আমরা সবাই এমন ভুল দিয়ে শুরু করেছি।”
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	A study in light, motion and stillness—capturing Iceland through mirrored mountains, flowing water and the fleeting glow of the Northern Lights.
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	THE ETERNAL SPIRIT OF THE OMNIPOTENT MOTHER
	HUMANITY

	সামান্য ক্ষতি - অসামান্য ক্ষতিপূরণ
	কলমে - অমিথ্যাবাদী
	পিছুটান
	অমিত মণ্ডল

	रक्षाबंधन
	देवांश सोनी
	यह सूत्र है रक्षा का,
	यह स्नेह का प्रतीक है।
	अद्भुत यह पर्व है मिलन का,
	यह नए-पुराने किस्सों का गीत है।
	मीठा-नमकीन चखने की परंपरा है,
	यह दुख-सुख में साथ रहने की प्रेरणा है।
	ब्रह्मांड कितना ही बड़ा क्यों न हो जाए,
	बहन की राखी भाई तक पहुंच ही जाती है।


	मैं और तुम
	भाविका
	मैं वो हूँ जो हार कर थक गया,
	मैं वो जिसने रिश्ते संभाले,
	मैं वो जो दरिया में पला,
	तुम वो जो तूफ़ान से लड़ा था,
	ओह, तो तुम्हारे पास ख़ज़ाने हैं?
	अरे हाँ, तो वो जो कल चाँद पे दिखने थे,
	मुझे नफ़रत है तुमसे,
	पर मोहब्बत भी करो,
	तुम ग़लत हो,
	तुम हार चुके हो,
	मैं ऊपर हूँ ना,
	मैं ज़िंदा हूँ ना,
	मैंने तुम्हें छोड़ दिया,
	तुम गिर गए,
	तुम्हें फ़िक्र नहीं थी कभी,
	तुम बहुत मुश्किल हो,
	तुम दूर गए,
	तुम ख़ुद को समझ गए,
	तुम चल पड़े बिना रुके,
	तुमने दर्द को लिख दिया लफ़्ज़ों में,
	तुमने अपने आप को माफ़ कर दिया,
	तुम जीतकर भी अकेले हो गए,


	প্রতিটি অধ্যায়ে তোমার প্রেমে
	Falling in Love, Through Every Chapter
	সুস্মিতা দাস
	প্রবাস যাত্রার প্রস্তুতি
	অর্ণব রায়
	আমার প্রোফাইলে, মানে যা একটু-আধটু শিখেছি, সেই কাজের একটা opening আছে আমাদের ওই সিটির অফিসে। যদি আমি interested হই, তাহলে interview, subject to visa approval—আমার একটা চাকরি হতে পারে।
	একটু ভেবলে গেলুম। কানাডার বিভিন্ন ঠান্ডা আর বরফের ছবির কথা ভাবতে ভাবতে কী করব, দেশ ছেড়ে কেন যাব—এইসব যখন মনের মধ্যে উথলে উঠছে, এমন ভাবখানা যেন interview তো clear হয়েই গেছে, visa-ও লাগে না যেতে—পাশের cubicle-এর ছেলেটা সুট করে এসে জিজ্ঞেস করল, “কবে party দেবে?”
	অফিসে বসে কাজ করছি, অন্তত ভাবখানা আমার এমনি। একজনকে চার দিন আগে একটা কাজের request করেছি, জবাব দেয়নি। ভাবছি এবার কেমনভাবে লিখব, চতুর্থবার লিখব কিনা—এইসব ভাবছি, হঠাৎ দেখি বসের বস, আমাদের ভাষায় M2, হেলেদুলে আসছেন আমার দিকে, একটা হাসি হাসি মুখে। মানে আজ আমার আচ্ছে দিন শুরু বা শেষ—দুটোই হতে পারে। সুট করে মুন্ডুটা ঘুরিয়ে দেখলাম, আমার বস বেপাত্তা। তাহলে সম্ভবত আমি ওনার টার্গেট।
	এসে “কেমন আছো, কাজকর্ম কেমন চলছে” ইত্যাদি গোছের খেজুরে আলাপ করলেন, তারপর হঠাৎ বলে উঠলেন, “ভ্যাঙ্কুভার যাবে?”
	ভ্যাঙ্কুভার! একদম মনে পড়ছে না কোন কোণের কোন জায়গা, আর আমি কেন যাব? আমার ওই প্রশ্নবোধক আর বিস্ময়সূচক মেশানো মুখ দেখে বোধহয় হঠাৎ করুণা হলো। বললেন, “মেইলটা দেখো,” বলে হঠাৎ ব্যস্তবাগীশভাবে কেটে পড়লেন।
	মেইল খুলতে গিয়ে দেখি Windows restart হবে, যেটাকে আমি দু’সপ্তাহ ধরে delay করে রেখেছি। এবার আর আমার কথা শুনল না। অগত্যা মোবাইলে মেইল দেখে বোঝা গেল, ভ্যাঙ্কুভার Western Canada-র একটা বেশ বড়সড় শহর।
	খুব নিরীহভাবে কারণ জিজ্ঞেস করায় বলল, “এই যে, তুমি ভ্যাঙ্কুভার যাচ্ছো!”
	আচ্ছা ভাবুন একবার, সবে মেইল পেলুম, এর মধ্যে সারা অফিস রাষ্ট্র হয়ে গেছে। নিশ্চয়ই ব্যাটা কান পেতে শুনেছে।
	এরপর ‘আমি কানাডা গিয়ে Tesla কিনব কিনা, বাড়ি এলে laptop আনা যায় কিনা, এখন থেকেই অবশ্যই medicine carry করা উচিত’—এই বিশেষজ্ঞ কমিটি, ওরফে আমার team-mate-দের জ্ঞান শুনে যাচ্ছি। এর মধ্যে lunch time হয়ে গেছে, বৌয়ের দুটো missed call, তিন-চারটে WhatsApp এসেছে। পুরো কেস।

	হবু manager-এর থেকে appreciation-ও পেল। এত দিনে আমি এইসবে অভ্যস্ত। একটা মহর্ষি বা বন্ধুদের কথায় “জ্যাঠা মার্কা” দীর্ঘশ্বাস ফেলে passport-গুলো নিয়ে বাড়ি এলাম। যাক, সব হলো!
	এবার ticket কাটা। জানতুম প্রতিজন দুটো করে, মানে মোট ছ’টা suitcase নিতে পারি, প্রতিটি ২৩ কেজি। এত অনেক! India domestic flight-এ ১৫ কেজিতে manage করে চালাচ্ছি, এবার তো ৪৬ কেজি প্রতিজন। কোনো ব্যাপারই নয়।
	বৌকে বললাম, “নেমে পড়ো, গুছিয়ে নাও।”
	বৌ গোছগাছ করছে, আমি অবান্তর এবং অকারণ মতামত দিচ্ছি, যেটা থেকে প্রতিবার বুঝছি আমার কিছুই জানা নেই packing নিয়ে। কিন্তু ভেবে বলুন, আর কী-ই বা করতে পারব?
	যাওয়ার সাত দিন আগে বেশ বড়সড় ছ’টা suitcase দাঁড়িয়ে আছে আমাদের ঘরে—যেন যুদ্ধে যাবে। একটা নড়াতে গিয়ে দেখি নড়ানোই যাচ্ছে না।
	প্রচণ্ড কৌতূহলে বললুম, “কী ভরেছো! এত ভারী?”
	বৌ বলল, “তুমি তো কিছু বোঝো না, অনেক কিছু লাগে।”
	মনে মনে বললুম, ‘হ্যাঁ, সব তো তুমি জেনে বসে আছো।’ মনের কথা মনেই রয়ে গেল।
	টেনেটুনে suitcase-টা weighing machine-এ চাপিয়ে দেখি কাঁটা ৩০ ছুঁয়ে ফেলেছে। একি! সাত কেজি extra! আবার এই suitcase-টাই সবচেয়ে হালকা!
	অফিস জানিয়ে দিল extra luggage নিজের টাকা, না হলে পরে parcel করে পাঠাতে হবে। কিন্তু বৌয়ের পরিষ্কার guidance—এই ছ’টা suitcase-এর কোনো কিছুই পরে পাঠানো যাবে না।
	৩০ কেজিকে ২৩ কেজিতে আনার গল্পটা অল্প কথায় বলে দিই—অনেক কিছু বাদ হলো, অনেক কিছু নিতে পারলুম না, শুধুমাত্র কাজের জিনিসগুলো নিতে হলো। যদিও আমার কাছে যেগুলো কাজের, সেগুলো সংসারের কাজে আসে না—সেগুলো আগে বাদ গেল। একটা suitcase আমার জন্য বরাদ্দ ছিল। বাকি পাঁচটায় কী ছিল, সেটা আপনারা ভেবে নিতে পারেন।
	আমি কিন্তু বৌকে manage করেই ফেললাম। প্রতিবারের মতো সবকটি হলো ২৩ কেজি করে।
	এইবার এলো একটা অদ্ভুত পরিস্থিতি। বৌয়ের অফিস বলল তাকে এক সপ্তাহের জন্য ইউরোপে travel করতে হবে। Ticket পিছোনোর জন্য একটা আমতা-আমতা mail করলাম। সোজা জানাল, কিছু হবে না, joining date পিছোবে না।
	যাঃ! বৌকে ছাড়া এখন যাব? আমার একার রান্নার ক্ষমতা হলো Maggi। তাহলে বৌ কানাডা আসা অবধি ঐটাই ভরসা। নানা flavour-এর Maggi কিনব ভাবছি—ওখানে গিয়ে স্বাদবদল হবে। Best friend নামক দুশমন হেসে বলল, “খাবি তো Maggi, তার আবার কত plan!”
	হঠাৎ বিপ্লবী ভাব এনে একটা কড়া mail করলাম। Manager-এর সঙ্গে কথা বলে ব্যাপারটা মিটে গেল। বৌ অবাক হয়ে বলল, “অফিসে তোমার কথা শুনে নিল?” কী বলব, কোনো reputation নেই আমার।
	সেই দিনটা এলো। সন্ধ্যায় flight। কলকাতা airport-এ এসে মনে হলো—অনেক দূর যাচ্ছি, পৃথিবীর আরেক প্রান্তে।
	আগেও তো গেছি আর এসেছি। কিন্তু এবার শুধু যাচ্ছি—ফেরার ticket-টাই তো কাটিনি।
	Plane take-off করল। কলকাতার আলোগুলো মিলিয়ে গেল। সামনে Vancouver—কী অপেক্ষা করে আছে, কে জানে?
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